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SUBJECT: DRUG ABUSE ITEM AT 23RD CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING OF COLOMBO PLAN 

REF: STATE 223001 

1. EMBOFF CONVEYED SPECIAL US INTEREST IN DRUG ABUSE 
ITEM TO N. OVEREND, DIRECTOR, ASIA DIVISION, CANADIAN 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY. OVEREND WILL HEAD 
CANADIAN DELEGATION TO COLOMBO PLAN MEETING DURING FIRST 
WEEK. 

2. OVEREND SAID THAT ALTHOUGH GOC RECOGNIZES IMPORTANCE 
OF DRUG ABUSE PROBLEM, IT IS NOT ACTIVE PART OF CANADIAN 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM AND, CONSEQUENTLY, IT HAS 
RECEIVED VERY LITTLE ATTENTION SO FAR IN PREPARATIONS 
FOR MEETING. HE INDICATED THAT GOC DOES NOT INTEND 
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DRUG ABUSE. AT SAME TIME, HE EMPHASIZED THAT CANADA 
WILL GIVE ITS SUPPORT TO PROPOSALS FOR DEALING WITH 
PROBLEM. IF THESE ARE COUPLED WITH FINANCIAL MEASURES, 

CANADA WILL ALSO BE HELPFUL, HE ADDED. 

SCHMIDT 
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